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Christians are the strangest people on earth, despite the fact that 
they share many believes with people of other religions. The Old Tes- 
tament is essentially the same for Jews, Muslims and Christians alike. 


The New Testament makes all the difference. Whereas in the Old 
Testament the theme is Fear, believers are called God-fearing people, 
the theme of the New Testament is Love, for Jesus preaches the love of 
our neighbours and enemies. 


Therefore Christianity is unique in that it contains two contrasting 
themes. God is beyond reasonings, and Jesus died on the Cross for us. 


There is more to dying for other people than meets the eyes. Every- 
one is dying for someone somewhere all the time. The Kamikaze pilots, 
the suicide bombers, soldiers, or even mobs fighting for democracy and 
freedom. 


But what Christ did was not simply to die for others but to forgive 
sins, of all things the Sins against God; ‘For they know not what they 
are doing’. 


In one room at Auschwitz where there are on display a little-ease 
and piles of shoes, spectacles and, I think, combs, there is a line saying, 
‘Those who had done all this did not realise that we have to live with 
it all our lives’. 


They have no rights to drive this harsh conscience into their own 
offsprings. 


Buddhism, on the other hand, is no religion. To be a religion one 
must start from myths, which comes only with faith. The faith is then 
developed into a philosophy over time. 


Philosophies no longer have things to do with faith. One simply 
does not have faith in a philosophy, even when one believes it is correct. 
Believing what is right and what is wrong is the basis of all actions. 
Therefore all sciences are based on philosophies. 


Buddhism is essentially a religion of disbeliefs, for Buddha has 
told us never to believe in something simply because people have told 
us, or because it is in some books thus written, or indeed because it is 
the result of our own reasoning or conviction. 


All men are fallible. Therefore there are experts, but no authorities. 
Strong feelings of conviction make dogmatists of us. Certainty is rarely 
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objective whereas truth is, because it is correspondence to the facts. 
But Truth is so evasive and difficult to find. It is often impossible to 
separate believes from it. What is worse is that the way we see facts 
depends on our up-bringings and education, both of which are never 
objective. As for certainty, it is usually no more than a strong feeling 
of trust and conviction based on insufficient knowledge. 


All kinds of knowledge are adaptations to environmental and to 
internal regularities, to long-term situations and to short-term ones. 


If you are a Christian and ever doubt that there is an omnipotent 
Being that created everything, heeds one’s prayer, and can exist in the 
mind, then I suggest you try praying for other people sometimes. 


It does not matter to whom your prayer is for, it could be one of 
your friends, relatives, or enemies, so long as it is not for yourself you 
are praying. Then you would perhaps find out for yourself something 
that I have found for mine. 


Nietzsche once said through his Zarathustra, ‘You want to be paid 
as well, you virtuous! Do you want reward for virtue and heaven for 
earth and eternity for your today?’ 


According to him also, every work of our virtue is like a star 
extinguished. Its light is for ever travelling. 


But prayers does not exist in Buddhism. A Buddhist may recite 
Buddha’s purely philosophical teaching but should never pray. 


I pray to God for all Buddhists that they may find the true core of 
Buddha’s teaching, which I think is wholly philosophical, and which 
Buddha says that one must find for one’s self. 


Men are wonderful creatures. Our philosophies are derived from 
blood, our love from fear. 
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